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How knowledge gap is captured in generative research? — a proposal for
developing two maps: knowledge map and research map

Maryam Nazari, PhD (maryamnazari@ut.ac.ir)
Senior lecturer, Faculty of Library and Information Science, University of Tehran

Aim: The article presents practical hints for generative reading and writing
in the design phase of research.

Method: Elaborating on the findings of a longitude exploratory research,
started in March 2004, this study presents some practical hints to enable
researchers to sopt the “knowledge gap” in their research projects.
Information literacy research as is used as an example to explain the hints.

Findings: to spot and define knowledge gap in research, development of
two maps are proposed: knowledge map and research map. The first is
developed based on the analytical readings of the underpinnings of the
subject (concepts, theories, models). It provides the researcher with subject
and methodological lenses of the subject under study. This is then used to
analytically review the literature from subject and methodological views. By
overlaying these two maps the “knowledge gap” in the study can be
captured.

Implications: it offers an alternative approach for analytical reading and
writing of the literature in research projects. It can be of value to all
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researchers, research managers and journal editors, who are keen to design,
produce or publish generative research.

Keywords: Generative research, high impact research, knowledge gap,
problem statement, knowledge map, research map



